
ABOUT US 

The	 Great	 Dane	 Club	 of	 Central	 North	
Carolina	 is	 open	 to	 all	 those	 who	 love	
Great	 Danes	 and	 wish	 to	 protect	 and	
advance	the	interests	of	this	breed.		This	
club	 was	 founded	 in	 hopes	 of	 having	 a	
place	where	 rescue	workers,	 companion	
dog	owners,	breeders,	exhibitors,	judges,	
and	 anyone	 interested	 in	 Great	 Danes	
could	come	together.	
	
We	 believe	 that	 in	 bringing	 together	 all	
of	these	people	to	share	their	knowledge	
and	 resources	 that	 we	 can	 truly	 carve	
out	 a	 better	 future	 for	 the	 Great	 Dane	
here	 in	 North	 Carolina.	 	 We	 believe	
through	 education,	 mentoring,	 and	
fellowship	we	can	succeed.	
	
	
	
	

WHAT ELSE SHOULD 
I KNOW? 

The Great Dane Club of Central North Carolina, Inc. 

was formed in March, 2004.  We are AKC 

accredited and a GDCA affiliated club. This club 

was founded to provide a place where all Dane 

owners can come together and share their 

knowledge and experiences.    

To love a Dane is to love humor and destruction, kisses and drool, 

fur covered clothes and never a moment alone.  To own a Dane is 

to own a natural disaster, a piece of heaven, a glimpse of hell.  To 

have a Dane is to have patience and insanity, peace and chaos.  

They are like the winds blowing wildly in the storm and like grains 

of sand slipping through our fingers.  To lose a Dane is to lose 

your heart, lose your ground, to lose faith and to lose one’s self.  

To those who don’t own a Dane, we are crazy, silly, brave, 

confident, rich and poor.  We look crazy with fur covered shirts 

and slobber covered pants, but our hearts are full.  To see us with 

our giants is awe striking to those who have never lived with one, 

but little do they know, we are holding onto a piece of paradise and 

for only a glimmer of time. – Anonymous 
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Facts To Help You Live With Your 
Dane 

 

Great Dane Club 
Of Central North 

Carolina 
Find us on Facebook 

or on the web 
www.gdccnc.org 

 

For Love of the Great Dane  
The Apollo of Dogs 



 
 
 
 

So You Think You Want A Great 
Dane 

 

Is A Great Dane Right For You? 
The Great Dane combines, in its regal appearance, 
dignity, strength and elegance with great size and a 
powerful, well-formed, smoothly muscled body. It is one 
of the giant working breeds, but is unique in that its 
general conformation must be so well balanced that it 
never appears clumsy, and shall move with a long reach 
and powerful drive. It is always a unit-the Apollo of dogs. 
A Great Dane must be spirited, courageous, never timid; 
always friendly and dependable. This physical and mental 
combination is the characteristic which gives the Great 
Dane the majesty possessed by no other breed..  

Great Danes are “people” dogs and must be with their 
people to be balanced, happy companions.  Are you 
willing to make an 8-12 year commitment of time, care, 
and attention so that your Great Dane can thrive and be 
content?   

The Great Dane is a giant breed that takes up more room 
in the house, needs an appropriate sized car to ride in 
safely and will cost considerably more to maintain than a 
small breed. 

Big dogs have big medical expenses and require the same 
amount of medicine as an adult person. The average cost 
of a well vet visit is $300.  They have a myriad of possible 
health issues, and are the #1 breed to die from Bloat 
(gastric torsion). Most Dane owners invest in health 
insurance or have special credit cards or savings accounts 
just to cover the cost of health care. 

Great Danes must be trained to coexist with humans and 
other animals.  Shock collars and harsh training methods 
will only teach your Dane to mistrust you.  Consistent, 
positive reinforcement will go far to teach this intelligent 
breed. 

 

 

Daily Care 
1. Danes need to be fed at least twice a day with 

a balanced, nutritious large breed premium 
food. They should never be overweight to 
prevent joint problems as they age.  Elevated 
feeding is preferred by most owners.  Water 
must be available at all times 

2. Do not allow strenuous exercise at least an 
hour before and one to two hours after meals.  
If a Dane vomits or dry heaves it may be 
bloating, so keep anti-gas medicine handy and 
give it at the first sign of distress.  If there is no 
improvement within 10 minutes, go 
immediately to an emergency clinic.  Bloat can 
kill within 2 hours if untreated. 

3. Plan to take your Dane to obedience class. All 
family members should get involved.  It enables 
owners to establish positive communication 
with your Dane. 

4. Grooming to keep ears and teeth clean and 
toenails clipped is a must.  DO NOT use human 
toothpaste as it is poisonous to dogs. 

5. A Dane, especially a rambunctious puppy can 
knock down a small child in play.  A Great Dane 
must never be left unsupervised with small 
children. Although they are usually very gentle, 
they are also animals whose natural instinct is 
to protect themselves from harm. 

6. Danes are indoor dogs that want to be with 
their humans.  They get overheated in the 
summer and cold in the winter.  They are 
NEVER to be chained, staked, or put on a 
runner. 

7. Danes need proper fencing for their own safety 
and the safety of others.  Underground fencing 
will not keep other animals or people from 
coming into the Dane’s territory, and will 
probably not contain a Dane that has a high  

prey drive.  Once out of the electronic area, 
your Dane will not go back in either. 

8. Danes need annual vet checks and monthly 
heartworm and flea treatments.  Danes with 
health issues will require the same level of care 
as a human, with the same expense. 

9. Danes are smart and will watch you, so all 
poisonous substances will require child-proof 
locks.  Danes have been known to open high 
pantry doors, refrigerators, microwaves, and 
ovens. Food is also not safe left on counters.  
Danes have been known to counter surf. 

10. Toddler-proof your home. One swipe of a 
Dane’s tail can obliterate breakable items from 
tables and counters. 

11. Indoor steps must be carpeted or have treads 
on them.  A Dane can easily fall and injure itself 
and others while navigating stairs. 

12. Baby gates are very useful for keeping your 
Dane confined to certain areas, or keeping 
them out of areas where you do not want them 
to be.  Crate training is also helpful, especially if 
you have an anxious Dane. 

 

Great Dane Puppy 


